_ . ByKarenBymms
" Fhe “Imperial Hotel, *
mystery to those of us whn
. never saw it, and a memory

of elegance that the town of
Grangeville is without now.

: Practically every small
‘town one roams throy,

gh,
‘there is a relic hotel of past _

‘elegance that denoted the
- bown's splendor in the “good
:1;] days.” The Imperial,
W a parking lot for IG,
~ does not stand fer us u%
reminder of days gone by;
perhaps pointing us in &
more progressive mode of
uvlngandbmldmg
The botet burned in 1966. 1t
ha been remodeled- and

to those vho did, wasamark . its

* Imperial Hotél Recalled as Mark of Elege

kept up, all the more reason
why itis sad it is gone. Nota
atouch of class.

onery proclaimed
it “*Northi Tdaho's Best Hotel,
85 Outlde ‘rooms, 30 with
Privatz ‘Bath, Hot and Cold
WEterinEveryBoom" said
the 1909 . personalized let-
terhead.

The Imperial Opening,
ala!ed a3 the “Event of

’mesda igh
heralded: n the Juné 14, 1909
issue :of the Idaho County
FréePress

‘‘$75,000 Hostelry
Opening; Everything in

OFFI(,IAL NEWSPAPER OF IDAHO COUN
Grungev:lle, Iduho 83530, Wednesday, June 30, 1976

readmeBs for Banquet and
Ball.”

*Next Tuesday, June 15,
will be a day long to be
remembered by Grangeville

"as on that date the Imperial

Hotel will be  formaily
opened to the public. Due to
the push and energy which
has characterized the

-business men of this city,

Grangeville is today the
proud possessor of a modern

** brick hotel of three stories,

hot and cold water in every
one. of the eighty-four
sleeping rooms, baths and ail
modern convenlences, in
fact, the Imperial, as il will
be known, will compare with

any hotel, in the state of
Ydaho and is as well
arranged and furnished as
the best in the Northwest.

“The cost of the ground .

and building is in the neigh-
borhood of.$75,000 and this
does not include thé fur-
nishings which required

another investment. of
$25,000.
‘On Tuesday night of next

week, Landlord and Lady
Tamblyn will open this
modern hostelry to the
public .with a fine banquet
and ball and no doubt will be
a large one. Every effort is
_being:put forward to make

"ﬂlia an event lopg remem-

bered by Grangevu.le and
nothing will be 14tt undone in
carrying out this object.”

After the event was over
and the hotel in full business,
the Free Press carried a
follow up of the opening
festlvities,

“The opening of the

Imperial Hotel heid on -

Wednesday night was amang
the leading events of
Grangeville soclety for years.
and also marks an epoch in
the annals of the b

occupied by Messrs. Vollmer
and Scott directly across the
street. A large crowd was in
attendance, practically
every business house in the
city being represented. An
excellent musical program
was provided by the Rigg’s
orchestra, Lack of time and
space prevents a detailed
account of the noteworthy
affair but suffice to say the
manner in which the opening
was conducted has EhCl'-Ed

circles of this city. An
elegant five course dinner
was served' at the banquet
and the ball was held in the

spacious room fermerly

many. com
Landm and Landlady
Tamb;

The hulldmg was built of
bricks, made al &
Grangeville brick yard, .

Jocated near- the gun club
now.

Origlnally managed - by
Lorana C. and E.A. Tam-
blyn, the hotel was owned by
stockholders. In 1915 Mrs.
Rellly (later. to become Mrs,
Charles Campbell) took over
the management. After
three years, she bought the
hotel from the stockholders
and it stayed in her family
until it burned, according to
her daughlerinlnw, Mrs.
Florence Reflly.

The traffic through the
hotel in its heydey was large.
Salésmen vislting mer-
chants, doing now. what is
laken care of by a phone call
stay an evening inthe
Imperial, Traffic on the
North-South highway was a
source of Iricomd, as the
Imperial was the only hotel
in town, besides a smaller
ont ecross the street. ’ﬂlere
wereno motels,

The hotel was tlie
Greyhound Bus stop for
many years,

weary traveller's huny
and tired hodles. It was also
thetrelght terminal.

‘Ime staff consisted of four
.thamberiaids,” two. cooks,
nsually Chmese‘ three elghl—
hour” ghift

clcrks

, ‘and a

basement, ‘stack it again,
then cuny itto the fumace

the'

;Afler “chlorination of the
water, the trout could not
survive, 50 gold fish were
placed In the tank and grew
very large from the constant
attenilen’ from- “Behool
children and hote! visitors. -

Mr.* Campbell. bullt .a .

G 8
rooms ‘were filled wil
rmahoghany furniture bought
from the Crescent in
Spokane. There were. no
closets in the earlier days of
the-hotel, but merely hooks
for hanging clotlies on. The
beds were flat-springed with
hairmattresses, -

. After. World. War I, the
bmlding was’ extensively
remodeled. All the fur-

nishings' were gathered in
the dining room &nd sold,
Mrs. R.eﬂlysaid.

The wiring and plumbmg
was redope, now each room
had 2 privale bath. Closets
were built in each ‘of the
spacious rooms {o - better
accomodate the trade. The
rewiring took . care of -the
light bulb dangling from the
ceilingon a singlecord, -

The entrance was movea
from theé corner to the side.
The ceilings ‘were lowered
and the jobby remodeled.
The carpentry was done by’
Bill Campbell.

‘The Jegendary fish tank
was removed. The rooms
were refurnished with new

catering to i

gance in ﬁngevulle wmow»

Io theMaiéh3, issGedition
~N of the Freé Press, heart-

breaking headlines told the
news of IMPERIAL HOTEL

‘““Damage .estimated as
high as $500,000 was suffered
by one of Grangeville's few
remaining landmarks last
jening when
fire destroyed the roof, top
foor and ‘2 portion of the
seoox;d floor of the Imperial
Hote

“The ' fire was first

* diseovered -when persons in

the " dining -room smelled
smoke - anid ~noticed hghls
ﬂickeri

the

‘Martin,
said:Monday’ no plans had
yet been as to w_he!her

Insurance.. adjlutbm were in

Grangevilla ~Thursdey and

Friday of last week, but no
exact amount of damage
was given,

“Firemen fought the blaze

¢ -from.naide the building as -

ibloanditat firat
appeared “fire would be
‘cantrolled; - however, o . the

then - firemen
o 'give -up’ and
conllnued 6 pour water onto
the roof - and into ‘the :third
{floor " windows. ‘By. con-
Hinvally soaking carpeting
‘and mattrésses on the third
floor the:fire:was: contained
there and managed -lo get
:into the’ seeond ﬂnor on]y at
.- two roor

was: never;allowed to flame
up. The absence of any wind
eased the jobi of the firemen
mconLalnlng the blaze,
“Furniture from the hotel
lobby was-saved as was the
stock and most of the fur-
niture ‘from -the lmperial

* Club located inthe southwest

corner of -the street floor.
-Also saved was the large
antique clock located in the
Tobby.  (The clock is now on
display at the First Security
Bank and belongs to Gerald
Walker.)

“When' it became ap-
parent the local supply of
oxygen would be exhausted,
Frank Hill of Grangeville Air
Service, made an emergency
trip to Lewiston where the
Fire Department there
supplied nine tanks. The
local supply however,
pmvedsumcient

“Mrs.* Florence Reilly;
daughter-in-law of. Mrs,

ipbell, and operator of
the hotel, said about balf the
rooms were filled when the

beds and furniture out of -fire
; Seattle... -




~ Remodeling of Imperial Hotel Went on Up Through Fire in Buuldang

most of the guests recovered
their belongmgs

““On¢ of my most sincere
regrets:is for the loss of jobs
for the'20 people employed at
the’ hotel » Mrs. Campbell
said.- .

“The hotel had, been
remodeled several times, the
last only about five years
ago. The dining room, closed

worling in shifts the latter
hours, and at 6:30 a.m. left
two men fo watch for any
-flameup and went for much
needed rest.

“Fire Chief R.A. Large

" expressed his sincere thanks

to those people who'supplied™ -
-the ﬁremen with coffee and
food.

_;__JContlnuedirompremouspageuucal_mhzens fought the _days. of the hotel could be
, . blaze through the . night, X "

““The bulldmg was con-
structed in 1910 and has
_served travelers through the
area eversince,”

On- Satm-dz_ay, August 6,
1966, an auction was held at
the Kopczynski Warehouse
- of items saved from the fire.
It would” continue for two
days if necessary. Rebekah
Lodge served lunch. Buck

- Paul was the auctioneer, and

for several years, was
d in

1962.

ny

at .— ‘On March 10, 1966, it was

- tumbled

Neil Fales was the clerk.

reported that “HIGH WINDS

he.third story front_ .

wall of the fire weakened

. Impenal “Hotel - oiito”"the
..sxdewalk Tuesday evening'
.about 6:20. There has been

some fear the walls might
fall and the sidewallt had
been kept blocked ‘off since

the fire February 23. It was

feared the west wall of the
building  might collapse .in
the wind and Howard’s IGA
closed earlier than normal to
preclude possible injury to
customers."

On March 17, 1966, the
hazardous building was
taken care of.

“NO LONGER can the

“tallest-

_said two more days shoul

Impenal Hotel be called the

portion of the third story wall
to collapseinto the street last
week\the remainder of the
fire - weakened wall “was
removed to avoid possible
injury to persons walking
below it to the adjoining
building. “The job "was ac-
complished by~ Haener
Equipment *.Co., of
Grangeville.”

On June 15, 1967, the death
knoll was rung for the
Imperial. |

“By the end of this week
the Imperial Hotel will be
only a mémory ang the spot
where it has been standing

for some 55 years gave the

ance of a

tooth onMain street.

“Destruction of the burned
out remains began June 7
and - at press time Wed-
nesday had been reduced to
a pile of rubble, some- of
which will be used to fill and
level the property.

“Pete Grant of Lewis|
_crane“operator on the

see the job finished up.

“Workmen were

Wednesday removing
dér of the:Wes

. many

.botel' is. etched on com-
. munity#memb'ér’s-

‘area as well as many tourists

- building- ——-in—-stopping—ove\-—ur‘passlng'
Grangevxlle After . high-
winds" caused ' the - front

through. Grangevdle Since
that time motels have had to
take up the slack and on
oteasions - ae-
comodations ‘for - travelers
havebeenextremelyscarce
“‘Although several rumors
have passed ‘around as to
what would be dene with the
property. Paul Eimers,
attorney for the owners,,
reports that no plans are in
the offing and no deals
pending for use of the

prg beautiful piece of
"Grangevjlle's * history - had
passed “iito  non-existence,
due to ‘mature’s fire and
man's machine, © .

The actual beauty of the

mem-
ories. We can only
guess what it must have been
like from the photographs
and newspaper articles
about it In that way the
Imperial Hotel has stolen a’




